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Communiqué

We are pleased to announce our 2016 Partnership 
Campaign for Health Chairs in the West Central 
Nebraska region. Adrienne and Kent Redwine will lead 
efforts to achieve this year’s regional goal of raising 
$175,000.

Adrienne and Kent became involved with the National 
MS Society, Mid America Chapter, one of the 19 CHC-NE 
member charities, after Adrienne was diagnosed with MS 
at the age of 24 in 1994. “I went in for my annual checkup 
and mentioned that I had a tear-drop shaped area on my 
arm that was numb and tingly. I was always tired and 
felt ‘lazy,’” Adrienne said. “That comment took me down 
a road I never expected to take. After multiple tests, 
lab draws and several months of unusual symptoms, I 
finally had a name for my symptoms: Multiple Sclerosis, 
remitting-relapsing.”  

In 1994, there were no disease-modifying treatments 
available, Adrienne said. “My neurologist wished me 
well and told me he would do what he could to keep me 
comfortable as symptoms arose. He did tell me I had a 
choice to make: I could either lie down and let it win or I 
could go on with my life and hit the road bumps head-on 
as they came. I chose the latter.” 

After her diagnosis, Kent and Adrienne both threw 
their energies into learning everything they could about 
Multiple Sclerosis. They followed all the latest research 
studies and the drug trials, Adrienne said. “The Multiple 
Sclerosis Society became a second lifeline to us. I had 
access to resources for education as well as support.” 

The Redwines’ journey has been a winding road of 
new opportunities. There have been road bumps and 
lessons in patience and humility, Adrienne said. “I was 
lucky enough to have my name in the lottery for the first 
disease-modifying drug for MS: Betaseron. I had to wait 
months for my number to come up, only to find out I was 
allergic to the medication. This was devastating but we 
moved forward.” 

Adrienne left her job as a floor nurse in a hospital and 
took a job with less time on her feet and the Redwines 
started their family. She also began talking to others 
newly diagnosed with MS. “I think this helped me more 
than I helped others as it was a way for me to come to 
terms with my situation,” she said. 

It has been more than 20 years since Adrienne was 
diagnosed, and the Redwines continue to be involved 
with the MS Society and Community Health Charities of 
Nebraska. “I can say I live in a time where there is ample 
choice of treatment options for the kind of Multiple 
Sclerosis I have and there is a cure around the corner. 
The generous support shown to the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society has ensured that these advances continue and 
that someday I will be able to say, ‘I used to have MS.’”

Kent is the Vice President of Diamond Engineering and 
Adrienne is a Nurse Manager at the VHA Nebraska-
Western Iowa Health Care System. They have three 
children: Seth is a junior at UNO, Omaha and Alec and 
Adan are both freshmen at UNK.

New Campaign Chairs Announced 
for Community Health Charities 

West Central Region

Welcome to our 19th 
Member Charity!

The Brain Injury Alliance of Nebraska (BIA-NE) is the 
newest charity to join Community Health Charities of 
Nebraska. With this addition, there are now 19 member 
charities that provide support for those with chronic 
health issues across the state of Nebraska.

BIA-NE is committed to creating a better future for all 
Nebraskans with brain injuries and is the only non-profit 
exclusively dedicated to brain injury in the state. BIA-
NE is serving the brain injury population by working 
to secure and develop community-based services 
and provide support groups and access to pertinent 
information, medical resources and service referrals. 
The organization also helps educate professionals who 
work with children and adults with brain injury.

“We are honored to become members of Community 
Health Charities of Nebraska. CHC-NE is a leader and 
innovator in raising awareness and critical funds for 
those living in Nebraska with a chronic illness, and 
we are proud to list alongside their trusted brand of 
charities,” said Peggy Reisher, Executive Director.

Thank you to all of our CHC-NE West Central 
Board of Directors!

Carrie Keene, Nebraska Workforce Development, 
Board Chair, JDRF International - Heartland Chapter 
Rep.; Chris Korte, Five Points Bank, Director at 
Large; Lindsey Marshall, Nebraska Truck Center 
Inc., Director at Large; Joanne Mueller, The Buckle, 
Inc., Susan G. Komen® Nebraska Rep.; Lora Ruzicka, 
Grand Island Independent, Director at Large; Judy 
Sandeen, Community Volunteer, Nebraska AIDS 
Project Rep.; Carole Urbom, Good Samaritan 
Village; Jennifer Verbeck, Edgewood Vista, 
Alzheimer’s Association, Nebraska Chapter Rep.; 
and Jamie Warrington, The Buckle, Inc., Nebraska 
Kidney Association Inc. Rep.

THANK YOU to all who so generously gave to the 
Partnership Campaign for Health and joined us in 
making a difference in the lives of those who are 
living with chronic illness, disability or end-of-life 
issues. Words are not enough to express how much 
we appreciate you all! The 2015 campaign raised 
$161,598, up 8.8% from the previous year. A special 
thank you to Jerry Schenck for serving as Campaign 
Chair and sharing his story during the campaign. 

The 2016-2017 Campaign kicks off soon . . . 
Look for Community Health Charities of Nebraska 
in your employee giving campaigns at work (or from 
us directly in the mail).  


